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 St. Maarten - American Clinic Planning To Build Care Center  
 
A group of Florida-based American doctors who are represented by Dr. Samuel Hess 
and the American Clinic are showing interest in building a "Care Center" to provide 
medical services. The clinic in Florida has been operational since 1980 and offers 
comprehensive orthopaedic care for all ages. According to its website, the clinic offers 
spine surgery, sports medicine; total and partial joint replacement for foot and ankle, 
hand, upper extremity, fracture care and General Orthopaedics in its two Florida 
locations.  
St. Maarten’s Parliament Permanent Committee for Health Care, Social Development 
and Labor and other MPs met with representatives of the American Clinic, last week.  
Medical Director Dr. Samuel Hess said the group is ready to start construction after it 
receives approval from the government. Hess estimated the preparation phase for the 
project will take 24 months. (Various media)  

  
 Aruba – PAHO Countries Sign Obesity Declaration  
 
The Washington DC-based Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) is an 
international public health agency with over 100 years of experience working to improve 
health and living standards of the people of the Americas. It enjoys international 
recognition as part of the United Nations system, serving as the Regional Office for the 
Americas of the World Health Organization, and as the health organization of the Inter-
American System.  
21 countries signed the Aruba obesity declaration “A call for concerned action on 
obesity”, last week during the PAHO conference on Aruba. Aruban Health Minister 
Richard Visser said U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama’s health advisor Shellie Pfohl is very 
interested in his plans. Visser hopes to share his thoughts and ideas with Pfohl and 
Obama soon. (Various media)  

  
 Aruba – Martin Luther King III At World War II Commemoration  
 
Martin Luther King III, an American human rights advocate and community activist 
attended a WWII commemoration event on Aruba. He is the eldest son and oldest living 
child of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King.  
Aruba PM Mike Eman and MLK III revealed a statue commemorating the life of Anne 
Frank.  
Annelies Marie "Anne" Frank (12 June 1929 – early March 1945) is one of the most 
renowned and most discussed Jewish victims of the Holocaust. Acknowledged for the 
quality of her writing, her diary has become one of the world's most widely read books, 
and has been the basis for several plays and films. (Various media)  

 
 
 
 



 Bonaire - U.S. Consulate General Donates Books to Jong Bonaire  
 
The United States Consulate General Curaçao presented a collection of English-
language books to the after-school program for teens at Jong Bonaire. Donated books 
include novels, biographies, U.S. history and anti-drug flyers and will be used by Jong 
Bonaire as part of its homework and tutoring programs.  
The books also provide the teens with a good opportunity to improve their English 
reading skills in their spare time. The book donation is part of the Consulate’s 
educational donations to each island in the Dutch Caribbean.  
The after-school program at Jong Bonaire is the largest such effort in the Dutch Antilles, 
involving more than 260 teens as current members and more than 1,500 past 
participants. The United States Consulate General hopes this collection will contribute to 
a better understanding of the U.S. and its diverse culture.  
U.S. Consulate General Vice Consul Winifred Hofstetter made the presentation to 
Manager Bilha Thomas, and several of the Jong Bonaire teens. Mrs. Thomas thanked 
Vice Consul Hofstetter and presented her with a copy of the Papiamentu English 
Dictionary which Jong Bonaire sells as a fund raiser. Also present to greet the Vice 
Consul were Gezaghebber Interino Pieter Silberie, Diputado Delno Tromp, Michael 
Gaynor, Consulate Warden for U.S. Citizens on Bonaire, and Ilona Burgers, General 
Manager of Jong Bonaire. (Extra)  
 

 Kingdom - Four Parliaments Meet in The Netherlands  
 
Representatives of the four Kingdom parliaments (Netherlands, Aruba, Curacao, and St. 
Maarten) are in the Netherlands to discuss topics of common interest. Free movement of 
people within the Kingdom is one of the main topics. Autonomy and independence of the 
Caribbean islands is not on the agenda. (Various media)  

  
 Aruba – 5000 Protestors Expected at Anti-Government Rally  
 
Organizers of an anti-government rally expect 5000 people to participate this afternoon. 
The protestors are against what they proclaim to be too much Dutch influence. The 
Dutch interference clashes with their freedom of choice, rally spokesperson Roland 
Croes said. The rally is allegedly non-political but opposition party MEP supports the 
event. (Various media)  

  
 Curacao - J.P. Morgan Quality Recognition Award for GiroBank  
 
The Curacao GiroBank received the J.P. Morgan Quality Recognition Award which 
recognizes clients that achieved best-in-class straight-through processing (STP) rates.  
Since 1997, J.P. Morgan has given this award to acknowledge the consistent, high-
quality performance of GiroBank’s funds transfer operations management and staff. 
Each year, less than 1% of the total funds transfer clients qualify for the J.P. Morgan 
Quality Recognition Award.  
J.P. Morgan, headquartered in New York, is a leader in financial services, offering 
solutions to clients in more than 100 countries with one of the most comprehensive 
global product platforms available. (Amigoe)  
 
 
 



 Kingdom – Three of Four Parliaments Vow Unity; Curaçao Disagrees  
 
The four Kingdom Parliaments’ representatives used the first day of the four-day Inter-
parliamentary Consultations to present their Kingdom cooperation vision. St. Maarten, 
Aruba and the Netherlands agreed that cooperation is instrumental to improve relations 
that will benefit the people but the Curaçao delegation had a different opinion.  
Curaçao stressed that the relations should serve Curaçao and the emancipation of its 
people. “Kingdom cooperation agreements can only be based on voluntarism and 
equality,” Curaçao’s Chairman of Parliament Ivar Asjes (Sovereign Party PS) said. He 
spoke of an “added value” to create more respect for Curaçao’s autonomy, best serving 
the interest and the further emancipation of Curaçao and its people on the road to 
independence.  
The Curaçao delegation displayed an attitude that it didn’t care much about cooperation. 
“The Kingdom Council of Ministers controls form an “important obstacle” for equality and 
it has no respect for the Curacao Parliament,” Asjes said. “There is no equality when 
there are Kingdom Consensus Laws that regulate supervision for Curaçao and St. 
Maarten; these laws have to be abolished first,” according to Asjes.  
St. Maarten’s Parliamentary Committee for Kingdom Relations Chairman Roy Marlin 
(DP) said the new relations provide an opportunity to discuss the benefits of cooperation 
within the Kingdom. Curaçao Kingdom Relations Committee chairman Rozier wants to 
put an end to the Kingdom supervisory role.  
Curaçao’s PS party political leader Helmin Wiels stated that the new constitutional 
relations “feel like a prison with lots of rules and supervision.” He referred to a recent 
statement by St. Maarten’s Vice-Prime Minister Theo Heyliger who called the Financial 
Supervision Kingdom Law “modern day slavery.”  
Dutch Freedom Party MP Eric Lucassen (PVV) agreed that the current structure in the 
Kingdom was “a modern prison with the Netherlands acting as the police officer.” He 
said the PVV stood for “complete emancipation of the Dutch Caribbean,” meaning that 
the islands should become independent as soon as possible.  
Aruba’s Parliament Chairman Paul Croes (AVP) said Aruba had assumed a “leading 
role” in improving relations in the Kingdom. Aruba is doing this by creating strategic 
partnerships in the Kingdom.   
Dutch Liberal Democratic Party PM Brigitte van der Burg (VVD) hoped for “open talks” 
that would result in stronger relations. “Let’s deploy our contacts and networks, and let’s 
look for ways of cooperation. We all belong to one Kingdom, let’s make the best of it,” 
she said.  
In the coming days, the Parliaments will discuss topics of mutual interest such as 
education, sustainable energy, economic development and the modernization of the 
Kingdom Charter. (Various media)  

  
 St. Maarten – Customs Seizes 24 Kilos of Marijuana  
 
St. Maarten Customs officials intercepted almost 24 kilos of marijuana at the Princess 
Juliana International Airport, on Monday.  
Eight packets of marijuana were found, by a police dog, inside bottles of hot pepper 
during a procedural search after the arrival of a Caribbean Airlines flight. There were no 
reports of arrests made. (Daily Herald)  

  
  
  



 Curacao – Union Complains About High Number of Venezuelan at  
                   Refinery  
 
The trade union for contractor personnel working at the Venezuelan State-owned Oil 
Company PdVSA-operated Isla Refinery, SGTK, is not pleased by the high number of 
Venezuelans (200-300) working at the refinery. According to SGTK-president Alcides 
Cova, local personnel and local contractors are being treated unfairly in favor of 
Venezuelan employees and contractors active on the island.  
Approximately 1200 workers are needed for a major cat cracker revision in March 2012. 
Cova urges the government to start training local citizens so the refinery can hire skilled 
local labor to perform the job rather than bringing workers in from Venezuela. (Various 
media)  

  
 Curacao – USFOL Partners With Hosts in Airport Maintenance  
                   Project  
 
The U.S. Forward Operating Location (USFOL) purchased John Deere and other 
equipment to keep the airport surroundings vegetation free. The maintenance project will 
contribute to increased airport safety and is a Curacao Airport Partners, HATO airport 
authorities, and USFOL partnership. (Extra)  

  
 Dutch Caribbean – New Dutch Navy Ship Arrives  
 
The Dutch amphibious transport ship Hr.Ms. Johan de Witt (L 801) arrived in Curacao 
for a four-month Caribbean tour.  
Hr.Ms. Johan de Witt is the second Landing Platform Dock (LPD) of the Royal Dutch 
Navy. With a total length of 177 meters, it is the largest Dutch Navy ship.  
Its amphibious tasks include the ability to embark, transport and disembark one Marine 
Corps battalion, including the associated combat and logistic support vehicles and 
equipment. The vessel is also capable of transferring reserve forces and evacuate 
casualties in case of calamities. (Various media)  

  
 Aruba - Van Der Sloot's Girlfriend Rumored To Be Pregnant With His  
              Child  
 
Joran van der Sloot, the imprisoned Aruban native charged with killing a woman in Lima, 
Peru, and extorting money from the mother of missing U.S. teen Natalee Holloway, may 
be a father-to-be.  
The rumor that the Aruban enjoys private visits from a Peruvian girlfriend, who is now 
rumored to be pregnant with his child, surfaced in several foreign media outlets, 
including Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf, SBS Broadcasting and Peru's Periodismo en 
Línea news agency.   
A longtime suspect in the 2005 disappearance in Aruba of Holloway, van der Sloot has 
been in police custody since June 2010.  
Van der Sloot's girlfriend was reportedly working in the same casino where he met 
Peruvian business student Stephany Flores in May 2010. He has been charged with 
first-degree murder and robbery for the May 30 slaying of Flores, who was found dead in 
his hotel room in Lima on June 2. If convicted, he could face 15 to 35 years in prison. 
(Various media)  



 St. Maarten – IMF Plans to Visit St. Maarten in September  
 
The IMF consults annually with each member government. Through these contacts, 
known as “Article IV Consultations,” the IMF attempts to assess each country’s 
economic health and to forestall future financial problems.  
St. Maarten PM Sarah Wescot-Williams announced that the IMF will conduct its St. 
Maarten consultation in September this year.  
During its mission, IMF staff will meet with other stakeholders, such as parliamentarians 
and representatives of business, labor unions and civil society, to help evaluate the 
country’s economic policies and direction. Also, the IMF provides training in 
macroeconomic analysis and policy formulation for officials of member countries. (Daily 
Herald)  

  
 Curacao\Aruba - USFOL Welcomes New Commander  
 
Lieutenant Colonel Brian E. Bell relinquished command of the United States Forward 
Operating Locations (FOL) in Curaçao and Aruba to Lieutenant Colonel Richard J. 
Bailey, Jr., yesterday.  
Under the command of Lt. Col. Bell surveillance flights from the FOL achieved many 
victories in the Caribbean counternarcotics efforts. Flights from the U.S. FOLs directly 
contributed to the seizure of 148 metric tons of narcotics with a street value of over $2.9 
billion USD and 296 counter drug arrests.  
Activities at the FOL injected more than US $90 million into the local community. Also 
during Commander Bell’s tenure, U.S. FOL military and civilian personnel volunteered 
their services in support of 82 community projects and were pleased to continue 
partnering with various local agencies to benefit the people of Curaçao.  
In his closing remarks, Bell stated “Today is yet another example of the outstanding 
support, friendship and partnership the USFOL has experienced during the past year.  
Lieutenant Colonel Richard J. Bailey, Jr., was the Chief Air Operations Officer in the 
Joint Synchronization and Execution Branch at the NATO Joint Force Command 
Brunssum in The Netherlands. (Various media)  

  
 Bonaire – First of Two Wastewater Purification Plants Operational  
 
A vacuum truck dumped a load of wastewater in the first wastewater purification plant on 
Bonaire last week. The Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment took the 
initiative for the plant which will be transferred to the Bonaire authorities in the near 
future. Purification of wastewater is important for the health of the Bonaire citizens and 
for the protection of the coral reeves.  
This wastewater purification plant is the first of two purification plants to be built on 
Bonaire. In the past, vacuum trucks dumped the wastewater from cesspools and septic 
tanks in gullies where it disappeared in the soil which caused pollution and creates an 
unhygienic situation.  
The wastewater purification plant can process 478,000 liters of wastewater per day. 
When fully loaded, the plant can process 350 kilos of biological pollution, 74 kilos 
nitrogen and 65 kilos of phosphate per day. Authorities expect the second plant will be 
operational in 2013. (Various media)  

 
 
 



 Curacao – Corruption Probe Ongoing  
 
The investigation against alleged corruption by PM Gerrit Schotte, Finance Minister 
George “Jorge” Jamaloodin and Economic Development Minister Nasser El Hakim 
should be completed today, according to Justice Minister Elmer Wilsoe. However, a 
spokesperson for the Public Prosecutor’s Office said he expects to finish the probe soon 
but not today. Curacao and St. Maarten Central Bank director Emsley Tromp, who is 
also under investigation, filed the complaint. (Various media)  

  
 St. Maarten – Passenger Caught With Two Kilos of Cocaine  
 
Customs Officers at Princess Juliana International Airport confiscated approximately two 
kilos of cocaine from a female passenger who intended to travel to Paris, during a 
routine control. The passenger arrived from Curaçao on Thursday and was arrested. 
(Daily Herald)  

  
CURAÇAO  
 
Crime June 10 – 16  
On June 10, a dry cleaning store in Punda was robbed. The same evening, an 
internet café in Punda was robbed. The following morning, a man in Julian was 
shot and injured during an argument. On June 13, a Chinese restaurant in 
Monchi was robbed. On June 16, a security guard at a funeral home in Mundu 
Nobo was robbed of his vehicle by two men. (Amigoe, Extra, Antilliaans Dagblad)  

 
Eighty illegal aliens arrested  
During a well-planned raid, police arrested 80 Jamaicans who were attending a 
private party in Suffisant. Some 20 persons were released shortly afterwards 
after they were able to produce their residence permits. The remaining 60 (35 
men and 25 women) were taken to the alien barracks pending their deportation. 
A police spokesperson said that if they had arrived a little earlier, they would 
probably have arrested even more people. “We can speak of a very successful 
operation,” the spokesperson concluded. (Antilliaans Dagblad, Extra)  

 
ARUBA  
 
Crime June 10 – 16  
On June 15, a teenager near a supermarket in Tarabana was robbed. (Diario 
Aruba)  

 
 
 
 



ST. MAARTEN  
 
Crime June 10 – 16  
On June 10, a security guard at a school in Philipsburg was robbed of his 
uniform. The following day, a security guard at another school in Philipsburg was 
robbed of his vehicle. On June 12, a colleague of the security guard who had 
been robbed at the school in Philipsburg on June 10 was also robbed of his 
uniform. On June 14, two home owners in Philipsburg were robbed by two men. 
(Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time)  

 
Two men attempt to rob Member of Parliament’s home  
Two would-be robbers attempted to enter the home of National Alliance (NA) 
Member of Parliament (MP) and former commissioner Louie Laveist on June 10 
and threatened to kill Laveist’s young godson when he refused to let them in. The 
child panicked, but refused to open the door. The child immediately called his 
sister, who called Laveist. A neighbour witnessed the suspects scaling the back 
fence within seconds of Laveist returning home and raised the alarm. Nothing 
was stolen, but the entire family was shaken. Later, police arrested two suspects 
in connection with the attempted robbery. (Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time, 
Amigoe)  

 
Suspects arrested  
Police arrested four men in raids that covered the areas of St. Peters, 
Philipsburg, Middle Region and Dutch Quarter on June 14, concentrating 
primarily on areas where individuals were seen congregating. Police checked for 
valid residency, possession of narcotics or weapons, and for suspects known to 
authorities for their involvement in various crimes ranging from armed robbery to 
the illegal sale of firearms. Two men were arrested in St. Peters for illegal 
weapon possession. One man was arrested in Middle Region for possession of a 
rented vehicle for which he had not paid. The fourth man was arrested in Dutch 
Quarter. (Daily Herald)  
 

 

 
 “The Weekly Press Summary is a compilation of stories running in the Dutch Caribbean press that is 

intended to alert readers about items of interest to them. There is no interpretation or verification of the 

facts contained therein." 


